


This is the story of a job well done ...

It is the story of twelve months in the life of
Company “A* 276th Infantry Regiment

It is the story of laughter and comradeship
of training and sweat
of combat an? blood. i

- It Is the story of warl
!

The following pages tell the story of Able Company;
its men and its deeds, It will follow

Able Company from the training grounds
at Camp ‘Adair and Fort Leonard Wood
to the battlegrounds of France and
Germany.,
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Dedicated to our fallen comrades
with hopes that their eternal

. sacrifice will help to make a free
«." world . . . a peaceful world!
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FIRST MONTH JULY 1944 U.S A

+« «lhe news was all around Camp Hdafr. Oregon, in less than
an hour, We were moving haliway across the continent to Forl

. Leonard Wood, Missouri... Caplain Brooks was our CO al this

time. .. bags were packed, barracks were scrubbed six limes a
day, delails were working lale into the night and, finally, on july
22nd, we moved to our lrains... no more problems on Prune
Ridge to struggle through and no more rough bivouacs either. ..
the swell towns of Salem, Poriland, Corvallis and Eugene were
now lo be only fond memories... we lelt Oregon with the feeling
that everyone in the stale wished us good luck. .. we lelt lhal we
needed i, too...

+ + «1he advance parly arrived at Fort Wood ond Immedialcly
starlcd getling Able Company’s area Into shape... that meani
more QI brushes and more Gl soap and .more Gl scrubbing...
Caplain Olsen was now our CO... the main body arrived on the
27th of July alter five days of travelling .. we did everylhing on
those trains; played poker, whistled at the prelty girls and had
oulside calisthenics... also plenly of nightly buli sessions...
upon arrival al Wood we were amazed al the size of the camp...
we were glad lo have arrived but a bit sorry that we lell Adair
+++ we unpacked and seitied down lo regular army garrison life

»+ve lralning schedules were pul into ellect and Inspections were

regular and sirict. .. we were now ready for anything...
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SECOND MONTH AUGUST 1944 U.S. A,

+++the real work at Fort Wood began ... we slarled training
undor simulated combul conditions and ren hrough plonly of
company problems, bolh day and night . .. a large group of men
went home on lurloughs. . .the last POR shipments lelt the com-
pany and we began gelting new IRTC replacements ... Caplain
“Handlebar Hank” Fritz became the new CO ... we scouled the
local towns and-invaded St. James, in particular, by force... a
girl named Jewl became very popular with the men in Abls com-

pany...the NCO's had their own club for the lirst time, holding
wild besr parlies every Salurday night ... the wealher was ex- .

tremely hot. . .Bundick “the terror” was mess sergeant...

THIRD MONTH  SEPTEMBER 1944 U.S.A.

+ « «Iraining continued ‘and the weathor became cooler ... .we
began.using lanks in our problems ... we speclalized In squad
problems. . «L1, Reardon becama the new CO ... wao dcquired
throe new shavoelalls; Lis. Doenges, Jenking and Schollander, and

"ol last we had plaloon loaders. . .grass culling delalls were SOP
_every Salurday allernoon before passes were Issued ... we lost

our valuable supply man, Dominick Solo ... more replecements
came in ... we had some dandy scraps with SCU -MP's at least
once & weckend. . .the PX girls became steady dales for some of

‘the men In the compeany. .: Palacio was lirst sergeant... .
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'FOURTH MONTH  OCTOBER 1944  U.S.A.

‘«++ another CO, Captain Hendrickson, came to the company
‘s s cquite & few cadre went AWOL during Oclober. . .replacements
kept coming in. . .men wenton what was to be their last furloughs
for a while. . . inspections became stricter ... Sgt. Pupinski was
made mess sergeant and Scopp a cook. . .chow delinitely picked
up ... Brewer, Galloway, Wagger and Elheridge were platoon
sergeants of the Ist. 2nd, 3rd and Weapons platoons. . .all ratings
were made‘_‘l'/O and ths excess were weeded out ... Lt. Arnest
was the company exec while the four platoon leaders were Lis.

Doenges, Schollander, McClintock and Jenkins ... the company -

recelved all new “Army of Occupation® equipment. . .crales were
found to have contained machine guns and grease guns .. .s0me

of the men thought it was funny ¥quipment for occupation. . .they
,were right! _ o

FIFTH MONTH  NOVEMBER 1944 . U.S.A’

.+ .the old moving rumors started again ... some guessed

_ Pacilic, others Europe ... by looking at the crates we found out
" we were headed for the Boston POE. . .we received plenty of pep-

talks from the CO also information on what to do if captured...
we laughed this off. . .everyone who could went home on the last -
weekend . . .some came back a little late but they all came back. ..
.. .we were finally told about moving and marking our clothes -
and checking our equipment and staying in the area for hourly
inspections. ...nobody stayed ... we gave the barracks and sur-.

rounding area a final GI ... the company embarked on Pullman

sleepers, November 21st, alter saying goodbye to all our Missouri -
triends. « «we regrotied loaving them, 100+ Jthe pleasant train ride
took three days end we passed through Clovelend, Pittsburgh and
Now York. ..we arrived at Camp Myles Standish (asecret camp)

on the 24th during a heavy downpour... the loudspeaker blared

forth with a British marching tune. . . we went lo slesp thet night
on double deck bunks, some slceping and soms thinking of what
was ahead... '
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SIXTH MONTH  DECEMBER 1944  fhsRd:

««. final preparations were underway for our sea voyage ...
we received daily ship instruclions at our Massachusclls staging
arca. ..some of the men who lived nearby were able to gel home
for a few days ... finally on the morning of December 6th, we
packed our belongings hurriedly, boarded a train and took our
last ride to the Boston Port of Embarkation ... alter the usual
last minute checks and count-olls, we drank our Red Cross collee
and boarded our ship, the USS Waest Polnt, formerly the luxury
liner, Amerlca. ..

+++ the sea voyage was unevenﬂul + o+ the weather was calm

throughout and the ship proceeded smoothly at a rapid pace .

the usual number of men became violently ill with stomach lrouble
the [irst lew days out and were seen hanging from the rails for
dear life. . .the monolony was broken up by poker games, movies,
band concerls and lifeboat drills ... everyone had a good rest
sboard ... we disemberked at the port of Marseille in Southern
France, on the evening of December 151h and were driven in huge
trucks to CP number 2, a staging area 17 miles north of the port
+ « vhere we piiched our pup-lenls and hed our linal equipment
check ... lhe company boarded 40 and 8's on December 23rd
and we headed for an unknown destination. . . Christmas Eve and

Day was spent in these box-cars with 10 in 1 ralions as our’

holiday dinner. . .we hoard the news of the big German break-
through but did not think oo much ol it then...

«« +the train arrived on the 26th near the lown of Bischweiler,
Francs. . .the company marched [ifteen miles with full equipment
to our billets in the town ... the billels lurned out to be an old
warchouse and quile cold. . .hers last minule checks were made
before the move up to the front ... a few men were sent out as

_replacements to other oulfils. . .the company lelt Bischweiler on
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SIXTH MONTH  DECEMBER 1944 FRANCE

the 29th to move up to a town near the Rhine River and occupy

- delensive posilions ... 24 hours later the company moved again
_to a nearby lown called Neuhousen and it was hers, on New .

Year's Eve, lhat some of the men in the company received their
first tasie of combat. .. Able Company suflered ils first casualty
who was believed to have been wounded and leken prisoner by a
German combat patrol. .. vu realized then thal we wers in &

WAP. oo . T




' SEVENTH MONTH  JANUARY 1945  FRANCE

«++ the ‘company arrived at the town of Oberhoflen, in the
Rlsace-Lorraine region, on New Year's Day alter spending New
Year's Eve in loxholes along the Rhine. . .In Oberhollen we were
billelted in battered, old German army barracks where we received
hot meals, very welcome mail, and walerprool clothing, We
stayed overnight and left the next alternoon in 6 x 6’s bound for
the woods on the oulskirls of a fown called Wingen . . . the com-
pany debarked from the trucks after dark and dug in on the high
ground &l the edge of the town. .. we were in corps reserve ...

“the next day we dug positions around the edge of the lown and
relired for the night on a high hill 1000 yards behind these
positions. .. ,

++ «we were sharply awakened the next morning by heavy auto-
matic lire over our heads ... In the conlusion that lollowed, all
our equipment was lefl on the hill and the company attempted to
lake the previously dug positions bul the encmy had beaten us to
them, had occupied them, and were liring at us ... our orders
were to hold the wood-line at all cosls ... no one knew exacily
what the big picture was but we realized that we'd have to retake
our captured positions. . .the lood and waler situalion was trying
on the men's stomachs. ..

+ + +lhe next day, two squads of the lirst platoon were ordered
lo join in a general altack in coordination with the 274th. . .with
help coming Irom a preparalory lank-artillery barrage, we entcred
the lown and met no opposition. . . afler moving to the center of
(he town, the Qermans opened lire on.us and pinned the wo
squads down In two houses. . .it was here thal lwo of our medics

were shot trealing our wounded ...our CO was also severcly -

wounded ... later in the day, thres lanks and & squad from the
second plaloon entered the lown Lo iry and relieve the beleaguer-
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* SEVENTH'MONTH = JANUARY 1945 FRANCE

ed lwo squids. . all wilhdrew, laking many prisopers. when the

. --. 274th moved in and took over the seclor. ..

“+++ we wenl back lo our posilions looking down on’ Wingen-
and were under constant-“burp” gun and sniper lire, losing many
men . .. the freezing weather made conditions miserable for the
men. . .we found out by German prisoner inlerrogation that we
were facing the 6th German SS Division and the 12th SS Moun-
tain Regiment, some ol the fiercest fighling troops in the German
army. .. the bailalion aid station was only 100 yards behind the
company CP which was about 200 yards behind the front lines
«.« lhere was an acule shorlage of hand grenades, food and waler
+« «Irench fool casuallies were high as most of the men had not
had their shoes ofl in four days with hardly anyone getling any

/

sleep. .. s S I
"o oo Wingen was finally taken by us and other elements of the
regiment and Able Company was relieved. . .our loll- of dead and

wounded was high and our first ballle was over...
+++ with Lt. Arnest as our CO, the company moved back

- twenly miles to Mulhausen for a few hours sicep, a chance to

wash up, some hot meals and more welcome mail. .. the company
was commilled laler thal day to proceed to Obermunthal, in the
Hagenau Forest, and clear an arca of 3cqllend. starving Germans
who were hiding in the woods. . .we arrived near the lown in the-

- early hours of the morning and, after disembarking from the

trucks, wo walked about live miles in the bilter cold lo our destin-
alion and jump-oll point. , .the company slarted out on the mission
al 0700 and climbed up and down mountains, meeting no oppos-

ftion uniil early evening when we encountered a thirly man Ger- -

man palrol conilng down from the top ol Hill 1538. . . negotlations -

- were held on the spol and the Germans agreed lo surrender o0y -




SEVENTH MONTH ~ JANUARY 1945  FRANCE

on the way back wilh the lorms the Qcrman negotiator was fired
upon by a trigger-happy Gl and a Herco fire fight began ... we
oulmanouvered thom aller an hour of bitler lighling, taking elghl
prisoners and killing or wounding the rest. ..

++ «8lter wiping out the patrol we dug in on lhe spol on a

small plateau and formed a perimeler defense ... a hole under a

large rock was the company CP ... again food was very scarce

and the lirst lime our cooks allempted to bring hot chow up, they
wers lired upon and pinned down in an open field by a German

“burp” gunner ... it took more than five hours lor the company

lo rescue the food ... ‘artillery came in heavily on our positions
during the night. ..

+ ++ belore daylight the order camae In to take Hill 1538 in the
morning ... (ho mon wers exhausled, hungry, thirsly and wilh
litle ammunition, Under these condilions, the company slarled
up the hill for the altack ... they went up in single tile and all
“-went well for the first hall hour unlii we ran Inlo the German
MLR. . .wo worc heavily lired upon and enemy 88's zeroed in on
the company killing or wounding hall the men. . .orders came to
wilhdraw vrith all the walking wounded ... 26 abls bodied men
cams oll the hill. .. .

++1 back In Obermunthel, we Joined Charley company and

wenl back lo Hill 403 lor an uneventful two days belore relie! ‘

.camae ... our skelelon company was then seni lo quie! delonaive

positions in old steel and concrele positions on the French »

Maginot Line. .. thees days later we moved to Rosbruck, France
as a mobile reserve force ... thus ended a Irying month of
combal...

EIGHTH MONTH _FEBRUARY 1945 FRANCE

‘ uilour stay at Rosbruck afforded the company a chance lo
resl up, cal good meals, sce a few movies, wrilo home, and dig

some positions ... Isl Li. Malihews was now our CO und.lwd -
lormer platoon sergeants came back to the company with batlie.

field commissions, Lis, Brewer and Wagger. . .

*++we pushed off again on the night of February Sth and took

" up positions overlooking the enemy held town of Otingen, alter-

naling on the line with Baker and Charley companies. ..our rest
town was Folklingen ... on February 17th, the regiment was
given the task of laking Otingen and eventually the strongly-held
town of Forbach on the German border ... the company started
out on this mission and took Otingen in iwo days sustaining lew
casuailies. . . we dug in on lhe high ground overlooking Forbach
on February 20th-and wailed a day and & hall for our arlillery -
lo soften up the ‘German defenders. . .German artiliery and moriar
lire was-hedvy on (his hill bul the company had only one
casually. . . ‘ : L
++ «the second plaloon was the lirst unit into the town, penatral.
Ing into the hospilal during the night ... they were followed by
the rest of the company the next morning ... morlars and 88's .
kept dropping In around the hospilal and took a heavy cosualty .
toll ... In biller strect to atrest fighting, the company broke out
of the hosplital and procesded o tan out and cloar the houses and -
slreels of enemy resistance. .. sporadic sniper lire harrassed us
++ by the 24th of February, three quarters of Forbach, up lo the
railroad track was in our hands and we halted in town for eight

' days lo reorganize and receive needed nplaummls. e
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FRANCE

NINTH MONTH MARCH 1945 GERMANY

++ 1 allor & week of reorganization, the company again actively
engaged the enemy in the last quarler of Forbach stiil in German
hands ... on March 5th alter heavy arlillery preparation, the
encmy was rouled Irom the town and lhe company continued
pursuil northwest of the city ... we then eslablished an MLR
overlooking the lown of Pelite Rosclie ... heavy enemy morlars

and “‘screaming meemles” kepl coming In during our manning of *

this line ... active patrolling went on in (his sector ... we look
Pelits Rosclle and, soon aller, in & “march Into darkness” sel up
@ new MLR boyond the lown of Furstenhausen end overlooking
the Saar River... .

+++8 low days laler the company advanced across lhe Saar
with no enemy resislance. .. we went out of action aliqut March
23rd and moved to billets in Volklingen whers we lived in grand
slyle. . .most of the men owned a bycycle or aulo ...a few days
later, the company moved lo Eulenbls, ending the month in.com-
parative peace on the hunting grounds of Hermenn Goering. ..

'
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TENTH MONTH

APRIL 1945  GERMANY

<+ sour lirst move in April was lo the cily of Si, Qoarshausen,
where we relieved an engincer outlit in guarding the Main Supply
Route. . .here the company spent many days walching the power
behind our armies moving up to the Ironl. .. the men had plenly
of largel praclice, shooling al mines Noaling in the Rhine River :
++«we had our lirsl real glimpse of DP's as SI. Goarshausen was
the central point for repariation. . .al one lime we were alerted to
move lo a nearby lown es a proleclive force against suspecled

- enemy ralders. . .none showed up and our only casuallies wers a

couple of drunks ... new plaloon leaders In the company were
Lts. Gleason end Kern... = .

«« «w@ moved again on the 20lh'ol Hprll to lﬁvms‘ lt’i lhu ;ru'

"ol Goldbach . oo the plaloons were situated thirty in!lu apart,

each with lis own kitchen and CP. .. ‘we spent our lims clearing

. .- lowns, laking more then 100 prisoners ... & lot of deer hunting
'.‘ also done... t ' A : .
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ELEVENTH MONTH  GERMANY

MAY 1945

. .the carly part of May was ‘spent in the town of Stirass-

Bessenbach, conlinuing the same task we had at Goldbach...lor .

the first lime since the crossing of the Saar, wine was beginning
to get scarce. . .we conlinued protecting the MSR. . .the company
enjoyed a quiet V-E day celebration ... no one knows yet who
shot out all the lights in town...

. .{he company moved to the small village of Lohrheim on
Iho mh of May. .. a lraining schedulo was pul inlo ellecl which
reminded the men of garrison lile at Forl Wood ... close order

drill, liring problems. and three day bivouacs were lypical acliv- -+~ " . '

liles. . .many of our old men in the company, who were wounded

in earlier engagements, began coming back. . .passes wereissued
mors frecly and weckly trips to Wiesbaden were arranged... the '
small village lelt the men with lilile recreational aclivilies save

an occasional drunk ... an Enlisted Men's club was started by
~ the company 1 & E non-coms and a company newspaper, the
ABLE ALLEY QAZETTE, began publishing. ..

+ + + the four platoon sergeants were Armstrong, Jury, Steiner
and Harmon . . ,
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- TWELFTH MONTH

JUNE 1945  GERMANY

+-June was the most uneventlul month of Ihe year oo WE
conliuued our stay in Lohrheim and continued the dry training
schedule. .. men began figuring their poinis and a lew had over
85 ... the lirst men to leave lor a Separation Center wers the
mess sergeant, Pupinski, Holland and “Stupe* Granger... Red

~ . Cross donulmobiles began making weekly appearances and the

company had a gala parly st the.EM clubone Seturdey nlghl. .o
thirly men left the oompany on POR ahlpments. X :
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LAST MONTH JULY 1945 GERMANY

"++.the company made its last move lor the present lo the
town of Nauborn near the cily of Wetzlar ... the usual training
schedules were written and the men ran an Expert Infantry Course
.. .more POR shipments left and new men came in Irom the 78th
and 3rd Divisions ... all were high poinlers... we wers now in
category IV and the company was beginning to be broken up...
a GI movis theatre opened in Welzlar as did a swimming pool. ..
the 1 & E classes started and 25 men attended in the lirst quota

«+ thus ends our story lor now.

DIED OF WOUNDS

MISSING IN ACTION

COMPANY "A'A‘"‘ 276th INF. REGT.

ROLL OF HONOR

KILLED IN ACTION .-~ 2.Officers

" 32 Enlisted Men
3 Enlisted Men

WOUNDED IN ACTION 4 Officers

" 110 Enlisted Men  +.

2 Enlisted Men

REPARIATED ' 6 Enlisted Men
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CONCLUSION

« o+ there you have the story of an
“Able" rifie company In an Infantry
division of the army of the United
States , . . :
« « o It was our company, our comrades,
and our deeds which will always be
remembered by every man who fought
with us , , . ,

« + « Able Company ftypifies the spirit,
the energy and the unfaltering loyalty to
his country of the bravest guy in the
world . . . a combat infantryman!
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. ADDRESSES. -

. . EDITED BY PFC JOEL €. FRIEDMAN °




